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	GT/GPT/028/2026- PANEL OF SERVICE PROVIDERS TO RENDER PROBITY AUDIT SERVICES TO GAUTENG PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND ENTITIES IN THE PROCUREMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE, GOODS AND SERVICES FOR A PERIOD OF 36 MONTHS.

	

	Date: 14th August 2026
	

	POTENTIAL BIDDER’S QUESTIONS VIA
EMAILS AND ON THE BRIEFING SESSION
	GAUTENG PROVINCIAL TREASURY ANSWERS

	1. Will the tender evaluation be conducted using the AGSA rates, or will standard rates be applied?

	The advertised tender relates to the commissioning of a panel of service providers to render probity audit services to Gauteng Provincial Government departments and entities in the procurement of infrastructure, goods and services for a period of 36 months. Therefore, fees for services rendered will be payable in South African rands on presentation of the probity report confirming the successful completion of each phase/milestone of the procurement process. Fees are limited to the Auditor General of South Africa's consultancy rates published annually. 

	2. Are the service providers expected to submit their own Audit methodology, or is there a methodology that auditors need to follow?
	· The Probity audit methodology is equivalent to the Open Tender Standard Operating Procedures; it is a matter of terminology. 

· Gauteng Provincial Treasury – The Open Tender Framework and the Gauteng Provincial Treasury – Standard Operating Procedures provide guidance pertaining to the Principles of the Open Tender process and the Implementation method and role of the Probity Auditors in the value chain. 

· The standard operating procedure will be shared during the contracting stage with the qualifying service providers.

	3. What level of managerial seniority is required for the official responsible for evaluating the procurement process: Assistant Manager, Middle Manager, or Senior Manager? Considering the fact that the report still requires the signature of the Director or Senior Manager
	There is no seniority attached to the evaluation requirements, except signing off the probity audit report by a qualifying senior official, and that the resources provided must meet the requirements of the terms of reference and have relevant experience to execute the probity audit functions.

	4. The tender requires auditors to be registered with specified professional bodies. What is the rationale for requiring registration with these specific professional bodies? Why does the TOR only require only those specified professional bodies whilst there are many other professional bodies that are available?

	The specified professional bodies are selected because the tender is intended specifically for probity audit services. The requirements are therefore confined to a professional registration applicable to the audit profession. Other professional bodies and specialist qualifications are not included because they would be more relevant to advisory or specialist services, which do not form part of the scope of this tender.

	5. The Terms of Reference (TOR) appear to contain specific requirements that may limit participation to certain firms. Could the Gauteng Provincial Treasury clarify the type of service providers, expertise, and resources required to successfully deliver the services under this tender?


	· The role of the probity auditor is to quality-assure procurement processes and assess compliance with the applicable SCM prescripts. The Treasury has identified instances where resources allocated to perform probity audits were not suitably qualified, resulting in substandard work and concerns regarding the quality and reliability of audit reports.

· The requirements in TOR are therefore intended to ensure that suitably qualified and experienced resources are appointed and that service providers take accountability for the quality of the work delivered. The requirements also seek to address gaps identified from the experience of the existing panel and to strengthen the probity audit process.

· GPT further indicated that the performance of appointed service providers will be assessed on an annual basis, and that poor performance may have consequences.

· The stringent requirements in the TOR are not tailor-made for any particular bidder or category of company. The requirements were developed and enhanced in response to the significant challenges experienced by the Gauteng Provincial Government in relation to an increase in irregular expenditure due to non-compliance to SCM prescripts and the quality of probity audit work should ensure that value for money is attained.



	6. Clarify whether all parties to a Joint Venture are required to be separately registered on the Central Supplier Database (CSD), and whether any additional CSD requirements apply to the Joint Venture?

	· Bidders are required to be registered on the Central Supplier Database (CSD). In the case of a Joint Venture (JV), the Joint Venture must be registered on the CSD as a Joint Venture before submitting the bid.

· Bidders must ensure that the CSD number used for the submission corresponds with the registered name of the bidder or Joint Venture reflected in the tender documentation. The required tender forms and supporting documents must also be completed and submitted in accordance with the requirements stipulated in the tender document.

Enquiries related to CSD can be addressed to CSD@treasury.gov.za

Enquiries for related to SCM can be directed to Manare.rapodile@gauteng.gov.za

Enquiries related to Technicalities can be directed to: 
Amukelani.maluleke2@gauteng.gov.za

Enquiries related to the Tender Admin can be directed to: tender.admin@gauteng.gov.za

	7. Is there a limit to the number of service providers that may be appointed to the panel, provided that they achieve the minimum qualifying score of 70 points.
	There is no limit attached to the appointment on the panel; all qualifying service providers will form part of the panel of service providers.

	8. Is the appointed manager required to be present during every process undertaken as part of the services?

	The Audit Manager can attend the kickoff meeting with the Auditor for the BEC process to set out the plan and expectations from the process and also attend to key findings raised on the process.

	9. Will there be an opportunity for price clarification or negotiation where there are significant differences in the prices submitted by the bidders?

	· Allocation of work to the panel will be executed using the Request for Quotation (RFQ) procurement system, where the request will be issued to service providers in the panel.

· The GPG institutions will use the quotation process to allocate work to the panel members in accordance with the Institution's Specific Goals and any other transformative Departmental objectives in accordance with the departmental SCM policies.

· The probity audit firm will apply project-based costing on the project to be assigned, for which it will be outlined which stage of procurement the probity auditor is appointed for, e.g., specification review and until advert, closing and opening of bids, to evaluation and reporting stage, and/or from specification stage to evaluation and reporting stage.

	10. What criteria or guidelines will be used to determine the allocation of work among the service providers appointed to the panel?

	Allocation of work to the panel will be executed using the Request for Quotation (RFQ) procurement system, where the request will be issued to service providers in the panel.

	11. In the TOR there is a paragraph that talks to the issue of a person employed by the state; is this focused on a person/resource or a company?

	The restriction applies to the resources proposed for the tender where such a resource is an employee of the State, as well as where the director of the bidding company is an employee of the State. Where the matter relates to the company itself, it will be addressed through the relevant declarations in SBD 4.

	12. Audit Managers: Can the four (4) required Audit Managers include directors of the bidding company, provided that they meet the stipulated qualification, professional registration and experience requirements?
	The discretion lies with the service provider and must ensure that the resources provided meet the requirements as outlined in the terms of reference.


	13. Auditors: Can the required eight (8) Auditors also include SAICA trainees, provided that they meet the relevant qualification and experience requirements? If so, would a confirmation letter confirming that the individuals are registered as SAICA trainees/under a SAICA training contract be accepted as proof of registration with the relevant professional body?  

	The requirements do not preclude the inclusion of trainees in the proposed audit team, provided they meet the relevant experience and qualifications. However, service providers should note that the allocation of trainees with less than three (3) years of relevant experience will be scored zero (0) points under the functionality evaluation criteria. 

Note: A letter of good standing to confirm proof of active and valid registration of membership for the resources provided is required on the closing date of the bid.

· Professional membership and accreditation for all key resources must remain valid for the entire 3-year contract duration.
· Should any resource be replaced, the replacement personnel must meet the same qualifications, membership, and accreditation requirements

	14. Professional Body Accreditation-Must each Audit Manager hold all of the listed accreditations (CA(SA), ACCA, IIA(SA) and CIA), or will membership/accreditation with any one of the listed recognised professional bodies satisfy the requirement?
	Any of the mentioned accredited with a recognised professional body is acceptable as mentioned in the terms of reference.


	15. CIA Certification-Is the Certified Internal Auditor (CIA) certification mandatory for each Audit Manager, or would a CA(SA) or ACCA professional body in good standing be regarded as compliant without the CIA certification? 
	Copies of accreditation with recognized chartered accountancy and auditing
professional bodies (Valid membership confirmation letter or certificates of good
standing from the professional bodies (CA(SA), ACCA, and IIA(SA) & CIA
certification)

	16. Registration vs Accreditation-Please clarify the distinction between “proof of registration" and “proof of accreditation" in Annexure C, and whether a valid membership certificate or letter/certificate of good standing satisfies both requirements.





	Note: A letter of good standing to confirm proof of active and valid registration of membership for the resources provided is required on the closing date of the bid.

· Professional membership and accreditation for all key resources must remain valid for the entire 3-year contract duration.
· Should any resource be replaced, the replacement personnel must meet the same qualifications, membership, and accreditation requirements

	17. Alignment of the accreditation with the scope of work. The scope of work is the probity auditing of procurement processes, which is a governance, SCM-compliance and forensic discipline. 
 
Chartered accountancy accreditations such as CA(SA), ACCA and CIA are directed principally at financial statement auditing and accounting, and are not the only, nor necessarily the most relevant, credentials for probity and SCM assurance work. 
 
We respectfully request that the department consider recognising the professional bodies and qualifications held by established forensic and SCM assurance practitioners, and/or accept demonstrated probity and SCM audit experience, as satisfying this requirement.
	The evaluation criteria is aligned to the requirements as stated in the terms of reference:

· Qualifications of proposed team members required: NQF Level 8 or Level 7 in Accounting/Auditing
· Proof of registration with the relevant professional body
· Proof of accreditation with the relevant body: SAICA CA (SA), ACCA, and IIA (SA) & CIA certification
· Minimum of 3 years of experience in managerial services, Public Sector Supply Chain Management (SCM)
· Audit, Internal Auditing, Governance, and Risk Management audit


All qualifications must be SAQA accredited. Foreign qualifications must be submitted with SAQA accreditation confirmation.

	18.  We note that clause 12 of the Terms of Reference provides that work will be allocated by RFQ and that personnel requirements “will depend on the nature of the project”, with some projects requiring only one audit manager and one auditor. 
 
We respectfully submit that requiring twelve fully accredited resources to pass mandatory compliance, before any work is allocated, is not aligned with the department’s own on demand deployment model and may exclude competent firms that resource engagements as and when work is allocated.

Taken together, we are concerned that these requirements, as presently framed, may unintentionally restrict participation to a narrow category of suppliers, contrary to the principles of fairness and competitiveness in section 217 of the Constitution and the PPPFA, and contrary to the standard that the Terms of Reference themselves apply to specifications at paragraph 3.1.1, namely that they should not be “restrictive to a certain group of suppliers.
	The evaluation criteria is aligned to the requirements as stated in the terms of reference.
The GPG institutions will use the quotation process to allocate work to the panel members in accordance with the Institution's Specific Goals and any other transformative Departmental objectives in accordance with the departmental SCM policies as stated in the terms of reference.
 







	NB. While we try to answer all questions to the best of our abilities, the answers provided do not supersede any technical evaluation requirements (Terms of Reference) as stated in the published tender pack.

Bidders are encouraged to refer to the published tender pack when responding.
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