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1. SCOPE 

This specification details the health and safety requirement associated with the Works.

2. INTERPRETATIONS 

Occupational Health and Safety Act, Act 85 of 1993 shall apply to this Contract. The Construction Regulations promulgated on 18 July 2003 and incorporated into the said Act by Government Notice R 1010, published in Government Gazette 25207 apply to any person involved in construction work. These regulations are hereinafter referred to as “the Construction Regulations” and the said Act as “the Act”.

Construction work is defined as:  Any work in connection with: -
a) the erection, maintenance, alteration, renovation, repair, demolition or dismantling of or addition to a building or any similar structure;
b) the installation, erection, dismantling or maintenance of a fixed plant where such work includes the risk of a person falling; 
c) the construction, maintenance, demolition or dismantling of any bridge, dam, canal, road, railway, runway, sewer or water reticulation system or any similar civil engineering structure; or
d) the moving of earth, clearing of land, the making of an excavation, piling, or any similar type of work.
3. GENERAL 
1.1 Employer

1.1.1 The Employer will appoint the Contractor in writing for the execution of the works. 
1.1.2 The Employer will take reasonable steps to ensure that the Contractor’s health and safety plan is implemented and maintained. The steps taken will include periodic audits at intervals of at least once every month. 
1.1.3 The Employer or his Agent will stop the Contractor from executing construction work should the Contractor at any stage in the execution of the works:
a) fail to implement or maintain his health and safety plan;
b) execute construction work which is not in accordance with his health and safety plan; or
c) act in any way which may pose a threat to the health and safety of persons.
1.2 Contractor 
1.2.1 The Contractor shall accept the appointment under the terms and Conditions of Contract. The Contractor shall sign and agree to those terms and conditions and shall, before commencing work, notify the Department of Labour of the intended construction work in terms of Regulation 3 of the Construction Regulations. ADDENDUM B of this Specification contains a “Notification of Construction Work” form. The Contractor shall submit the notification in writing prior to commencement of work.
1.2.2 The Contractor shall ensure that he is fully conversant with the requirements of this Specification. The specification is not intended to supersede the Act nor the Construction Regulations. Those sections of the Act and the Construction Regulations which apply to the scope of work to be performed by the Contractor in terms of this contract continue to be a legal requirement of the Contractor.
1.2.3 The Contractor shall provide and demonstrate to the Employer a suitable and sufficiently documented health and safety plan based on this Specification, the Act and the Construction Regulations, which shall be applied from the date of commencement of and for the duration of execution of the works. 
1.2.4 The Contractor shall provide proof of his registration and good standing with the Compensation Fund or with a licensed compensation insurer prior to commencement with the works.   
1.2.5 The Contractor shall, in submitting his tender, demonstrate that he has made provision for the cost of compliance with the specified health and safety requirements, the Act and Construction Regulations.
1.2.6 The Contractor shall consistently demonstrate his competence and adequacy of resources to perform the duties imposed on the Contractor in terms of this Specification, the Act and the Construction Regulations.
1.2.7 The Contractor shall ensure that a copy of his health and safety plan is available on request to the Employer, an Inspector, Employee or Sub-contractor. 
1.2.8 The Contractor shall ensure that a health and safety file, which shall include all documentation required in terms of the provisions of this Specification, the Act and the Construction Regulations, is opened and kept on site and made available to the Employer or Inspector upon request. Upon completion of the works, the Contractor shall hand over a consolidated health and safety file to the Employer.
1.2.9 The Contractor shall, throughout execution of the contract, ensure that all conditions imposed on his Sub-contractors in terms of the Act and the Construction Regulations are complied with as if they were the Contractor.
2. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
2.1 Contractor’s Construction Safety Officer
Before commencing work, the Contractor shall designate a competent construction safety officer (CSO) who shall be acceptable to the representative / agent to represent and act for the Contractor. The Contractor shall inform the representative / agent in writing of the name and address of the Contractor’s CSO and of any subsequent changes in the name and address of the officer, together with the scope and limitations of the CSO’s authority to act for the Contractor. The Contractor’s CSO shall make available to the Employer a telephone number at which the CSO can be contacted at any time in the event of an emergency involving any of the Contractor’s employees, or other persons at the Works.
2.2 Log Books
The Contractor shall keep the following log books and shall make them available to the Representative/Agent on request:
2.2.1 A record of the names and addresses of its employees who are registered as trained fire-fighting personnel and who are available on site for fire-fighting duties.
2.2.2 A record of the weekly inspection of first aid boxes.
2.2.3 A record of the weekly inspections of ladders
2.2.4 A record of the weekly inspections of fire-fighting equipment.
2.2.5 A record of the monthly inspections of welding machines.
2.2.6 A record of the monthly inspections of oxy-acetylene equipment.
2.2.7 A record of the weekly inspections of scaffolding structures.
2.2.8 A record of the monthly inspections of builder’s hoists.
2.2.9 A record of the monthly inspections of mobile and tower cranes.
2.2.10 A record of the monthly inspections of lifting gear.
2.2.11 A record of the inspections of electrical equipment.
2.2.12 A record of the weekly inspections of plant for gauging and mixing of materials for concrete.
2.3 First Aid 
2.3.1 Safety Notice Board
The Contractor shall provide a safety notice board where safety notices, site regulations concerning safe working practices and information on the nearest first aid station, ambulance, doctor and telephone numbers of the CSO and other relevant persons can be conspicuously displayed to its entire staff. The size of the notice board shall be at least 600mm x 800mm.
2.3.2 First Aid Equipment
The Contractor shall provide for its employees a stretcher for emergencies and an approved first aid box. The first aid box shall be checked weekly by a responsible person, who shall be appointed by the Contractor, and a record shall be kept of the contents. Any deficient medical supplies shall be promptly replenished by the Contractor.
2.3.3 Reporting of incidents and / or injuries
All incidents in respect of damage to Works, property or machinery, or injury to persons, shall be reported by the Contractor’s Safety Officer or Site Representative to the Representative / agent by the quickest means possible.

A mandatory incident report form, containing full details of the incident, shall be completed and submitted to the representative/ agent within twenty four (24) hours of the occurrence of the incident.

The representative/ agent shall have the right to make all or any enquiries as to the cause and result of any such incident. The Contractor shall provide the representative / agent with full facilities for carrying out such enquiries.
2.4 Risk Assessment and Safety Policy
Before commencing work the Contractor shall cause a risk assessment to be performed by a competent person appointed in writing and this shall form part of the health and safety plan.
A copy of the risk assessment shall be available on site at all times for inspection.
The Contractor shall at all times carry out the Works in a manner to avoid the risk of bodily harm to persons or risk of damage to any property. The Contractor shall take all precautions, which are necessary and adequate to eliminate any conditions which contribute to the risk of injury to persons or damage to property. The Contractor shall continually inspect all work, materials and equipment to discover and determine any such conditions and shall be solely responsible for the discovery, determination and elimination of such conditions.
During the period of this Contract, the Contractor shall be responsible for the safe storage of all materials and equipment required for execution of the Contract, and for disposal of all non-usable waste material in an orderly manner.
All materials, whether stored on the construction site or within the Contractor’s designated area, shall be stored neatly and safely to prevent possible injury to any personnel. The material shall be stored to facilitate safe access to, and removal of the material from the storage area.

Any flammable material, such as paint, diesel fuel and oil, shall be stored in lockable non-combustible structures, which shall be clearly marked to indicate the hazardous nature of the materials stored within. The flammable materials stores shall be located in safe areas away from hazardous surroundings and adequate and suitable fire-fighting equipment shall be provided within easy reach of the materials stores. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2.5 Danger Areas
All danger areas shall be demarcated by the Contractor with appropriate tape and hazard notices to prevent unauthorized persons entering the danger area.

2.6 Hazard Notices
The Contractor shall display hazard notices in all areas identified in the risk assessment as potentially hazardous.

2.7 Personal Protective Clothing
The Contractor shall provide the necessary personal protective clothing for his employees in hazardous areas, appropriate to the nature of the hazard identified in the risk assessment.
2.7.1 Hard Hats
All employees of the Contractor shall wear hard hats in areas where appropriate hazard notices are displayed. The representative/ agent shall have the right to ban certain colours if they are similar to the employer’s identifying colours. Hard hats shall not be painted or otherwise defaced.
2.7.2 Eye Protection
Suitable eye protection shall be worn in areas where appropriate hazard notices are displayed, or when grinding, chipping, breaking, drilling, arc-welding, cutting with oxyacetylene equipment of similar activities are taking place.
2.7.3 Hearing Protection
Suitable hearing protection shall be worn in areas where appropriate hazard notices are displayed. 
2.7.4 Foot Wear
All employees of the Contractor shall wear undamaged, laced-up safety boots or safety shoes, suitable for the intended purpose, in prescribed areas where appropriate hazard notices are displayed.
2.7.5 Gloves
All employees of the Contractor’s shall wear suitable protective gloves in areas where appropriate hazard notices are displayed or when handling hot or hazardous materials or chemicals.
2.7.6 Clothing
All employees of the Contractor shall wear suitable protective clothing when working in proximity of machinery, power tools, hazardous materials or chemicals.
2.8 Road Traffic Ordinance / Transportation Act
2.8.1 The Contractor shall ensure that drivers of motor vehicles are in possession of a driver’s licence, valid for the class of vehicle which they are required to drive, and shall produce the licence on request.
2.8.2 The Contractor shall not permit any driver to be in control of a vehicle at the Works while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
2.8.3 All vehicles of the Contractor shall display a name board bearing the Contractor’s name. Hired vehicles shall bear an identifying sticker.

2.9 Overhead Power Lines
Regulations of the Electricity Supply Authority in connection with prohibition of operations in the vicinity of overhead power lines shall be observed by the Contractor at all times.

2.10 Machine Guarding
All power tools and machinery driven by belts, gears, ropes, chains, couplings and similar drives shall be adequately guarded. The Contractor shall prohibit the use of any equipment with a damaged, missing or inadequate guard.

2.11 Concrete Mixing Equipment
No Contractor shall use or cause to be used any plant for the storage, gauging and mixing of materials for concrete unless:
(a) The aggregates of different nominal size are separately stored in such a way that segregation, intermixing of different materials and contamination by foreign matter is prevented. 
(b) The storage area shall be protected from unauthorized entry by an adequate barrier. A safe and tidy approach shall be maintained to the aggregate storage area.
(c) The Contractor shall appoint operators skilled in the operation of the plant.
(d) On a weekly basis, the plant shall be inspected by a competent person. The inspections shall include a check of the calibration of all the measuring devices and shall be recorded in a logbook, which shall be made available to the Representative/Agent on request.


2.12 Ladders
2.12.1 Every ladder shall be:
a) Of good construction, sound material and adequate strength and suitable to the purpose for which it is used (e.g. electricians shall use suitable insulated ladders)
b) Fitted with non-skid devices at the bottom of the stiles or with hooks or similar devices at the tops of the stiles.
2.12.2 Except for extension ladders, no ladder shall be used which is longer than   4,5m and no ladder shall have its reach extended by tying together two or more ladders.
2.12.3 All ladders shall be inspected weekly and a log shall be kept of the inspections.

2.13 Scaffold Framework
2.13.1 Scaffold standards shall be firmly supported and secured against displacement and shall be kept vertical.
2.13.2 No Contractor shall use, or cause to be used, any scaffold unless it is inspected by a competent person at least once a week and after inclement weather.
3. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
3.1 Excavation/Shoring
3.1.1 The Contractor shall ensure that all excavation work is carried out under the supervision of a competent person who has been appointed in writing.
3.1.2 The face of an excavation shall not be undercut.
3.1.3 All excavations, irrespective of depth, shall be adequately screened off with barrier tape or some other suitable means of warning persons of a hazardous area. Where the depth of the excavation exceeds 2 m, a wooden or steel barrier shall also be erected around the excavation, particularly at the end of the working shift and at the start of weekends and holidays to prevent persons from falling into the excavations.
3.1.4 No construction materials shall be allowed to fall into an excavation. A safe and tidy approach shall be maintained around all excavations.
3.1.5 Adequate shoring, according to the recommendations of SABS 1200, Section D, 1988, shall be provided in the excavation by the Contractor when necessary. The shoring shall be approved by the Representative/Agent before excavation work continues.
3.2 Formwork and Support Work
The Contractor shall ensure that:
a) All formwork and support work operations are carried out under the supervision of a competent person who has been appointed by the Contractor in writing for that purpose.
b) all formwork and support work structures are adequately designed, erected, supported, braced and maintained so that they will be capable of supporting all anticipated vertical and lateral loads that may be applied to them and also that no loads are imposed onto the structure that the structure is not designed to withstand;
c) the foundation conditions are and remain suitable to withstand the load caused by the formwork and support work structure and any imposed loads such that the formwork and support work structure are stable;
d) all formwork and support work structures are inspected by a competent person, who has been appointed by the Contractor in writing for that purpose, immediately before, during and after, the placement of concrete of any other imposed load and thereafter on a daily basis until the formwork and support work structure has been removed and the results have been recorded in a register and made available on the site of the Works; and 
e) upon casting concrete, the support work or formwork structure should be left in place until the concrete has acquired sufficient strength to support safely, not only its own load, but also any imposed loads, and not removed until authorization has been given by the competent person contemplated in sub-paragraph (a).

3.3 Prevention of Uncontrolled Collapse
The Contractor shall ensure that:-
a) All reasonably practicable steps are taken to prevent the uncontrolled collapse of any new or existing structure or any part thereof, which may become unstable or is in a temporary state of weakness or instability due to the carrying of construction work; and 
b) no structure or part of a structure is loaded in a manner that would render it unsafe. 
3.4 Safe Working Loads
The Contractor shall ensure that:-
a) the safe working loads of hoists, load- bearing beams and cranes are prominently displayed at all times,
b) the safe working loads are not exceeded under any circumstances,
c) all lifting gear is marked with a unique identity number and recorded in a register.
3.5 Electrical Equipment and Procedures Used by the Contractor
3.5.1 All electrical equipment shall be regularly inspected by a qualified electrician, who shall be appointed by the Contractor, and the inspections shall be logged. The frequency of inspections shall be determined by the Representative/agent. A record of the inspections shall be kept and shall be made available to the Representative/agent on request.
3.5.2 The Contractor shall ensure that all his electrical equipment conforms to operational and safety requirements.
3.5.3 All earth leakage units shall be tested at intervals of not more than one month and signed for by a qualified electrician.
3.6 Commissioning Safety Precautions
The Contractor shall ensure that wherever repairs, adjustments or any other work are undertaken on any plant or machinery, the power supply is switched off, disconnected or the plant/ machinery disengaged until the work or repairs have been completed.
3.7 Toxic Materials
The Contractor shall exercise all necessary care in the handling of toxic compounds and shall be able to identify the major chemical components in the event of medical treatment being required.
3.8 Hazardous Chemicals and Materials
a) The Contractor shall provide suitable adequate protective equipment when working in an area where hazardous chemicals and materials are being used.
b) The Contractor shall ensure that its employees have familiarized themselves with the hazardous material data sheets applicable to the specific site as well as the location of the fire fighting equipment, safety showers/ baths and other washing facilities, prior to the commencement of work.

3.9 Indemnity of Employer and his Agents

a) The ADDENDUM to this Contract Document contain a “Mandatory Form of Authority and Agreement in terms of Section 37 (2) of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, No,85 of 1993 which agreement shall be entire into and duly signed by both the Employer and Contractor prior to commencement with work. A copy of the signed agreement shall be included in the Contractor’s health and safety plan.
b) Any acceptance, approval, check, certificate, consent, examination, inspection, instruction, notice, observation, proposal, request, test or similar act by either the Employer, any of his agents or the representative /agent including lack of disapproval shall not relieve the Contractor from any responsibility he has under the  Act and the Construction Regulations, including responsibility for errors, omissions, discrepancies and non- compliance.
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