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Introduction

The Electricity Unit has a legal and moral obligation to ensure the safety of its employees and any other
persons who may be affected by its acts or omissions at the workplace. Invariably, workplace safety also
has financial implications for the Unit, as additional avoidable costs negatively impact on the financial
resources of the Unit. This risk assessment is for Bush and Trees Maintenance, Clearing and Eradication of
Overgrown Vegetation on Access Routes and in Close Proximity to HV Lines and Structures during a thirty-
six months period. -

work may include:

(a) Bush Clearing

(b) Tree cutting and felling

(c) Removal and disposal of waste ~

Section 5(1) (a) of the Construction Regulations requires a baseline risk assessment for an intended
construction work project. In so doing, the Unit and contractor is mandated with identifying hazards attached
to construction work, and to implement measures to mitigate the risks, as far as is reasonably practi¢able.

Inorder to determine the extent of reasonableness, the following needs to be considered:

severity of the outcome,

likelihood of the occurrence of the identified risk,

rate of exposure to the risk,

potential seriousness of the harm to be guarded against,

YV VvV

The risk evaluation ‘method requires risks to be ranked in terms of severity of outcome, frequency of
occurrence, and probability of exposure to the risk.

The Electricity Unit is responsible for the distribution of electricity, including the construction of electrical
infrastructure and/or maintenance of electrical equipment within its vast area of supply. Infrastructure to supply
electricity is developed in accordance with best practices within the industry in order to ensure a safe and
reliable supply to consumers across a broad voltage spectrum.

In order to achieve the above responsibility, employees and contractors are required to perform construction
work. There is a probability that persons undertaking construction work i.e employees, contractors or agents
of eThekwini Electricity might experience injuries or be exposed to various risks associated with overgrown
vegetation on the access routes and near HV Lines and Structures.

This risk assessment aims to quantify and rank the hazards and risks which could be-experienced when
performing construction work, so that management is able to exercise their responsibility and duties in terms
of Section 8 of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (85 of 1993).

Glossary of Terms

Severity (S): extent of potential harm/loss/damage

Exposure (E): percentage of a workforce exposed to a hazard/risk and/or duration of exposure
Frequency (F): how often and/or how long persons may be affected within a defined time period
Hazard: source of or exposure to danger

Raw risk: risk without taking any mitigation or control into account, i.e. SxF xE

Residual risk: risk that remains after considering the effectiveness of controls

Risk: _ probability that an injury and/or damage will occur
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Risk Assessment: process of evaluating risks arising from hazards, taking into account
adequacy of existing controls, and deciding whether or not the risk/s is acceptable
Objective

To provide a uniform methodology whereby risks are evaluated and ranked and record proof of the analysis
of the risks associated with specific tasks. -

Scope . .

The following should be considered:

- » workplace -

> all operational activities
> tasks being performed ~
> legal requirements
1. Severity, i.e. extent of potential harm/loss/damage Value
Catastrophic : ' 5
Serious 3
Negligible 1 j
2. Frequency, i.e. how often and/or how long persons may | Value
be affected within a defined time period
Frequent 5
Occasional 3

"Rarely b 1

L
3. Exposure, i.e. percentage of a workforce exposed to a Value ; ]
hazard/risk and/or duration of exposure
Extensive 5
Significant 3
Negligible 1

[ 4. Risk Classification Values
Low risk 0-24
Moderate risk 25774 W15 |
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