




Request for Quotation (RFQ)

Evidence Mapping Training and Evidence Synthesis Project

1. Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)

The HSRC is a statutory research council mandated to undertake and promote research in the human and social sciences. Its mandate and objectives are outlined in the Human Sciences Research Council Act, Act No. 17 of 2008. The HSRC conducts policy-relevant studies to inform the work of public-sector users, non-governmental organisations, the broader academic community, and international development agencies.

2. Purpose

The HSRC intends to appoint a service provider with experience in evidence synthesis to conduct training for HSRC staff and to implement a joint project. This training and project align with the HSRC’s interest in achieving national, regional and global leadership in the production and use of targeted knowledge to support the eradication of poverty, the reduction of inequalities and the promotion of employment; in building a relationship of trust and influence with the South African Government to help guide and inform policy; and to support the private sector and civil society with robust information to inform policy engagement. 

There are two objectives: The first objective is to equip HSRC staff by conducting a three-day training on Evidence Mapping. The second objective is to lead and work together with HSRC staff to conduct an Evidence Synthesis on engaged research.

3. Requirements

The requirements are as follows:


	#
	Deliverable
	Description
	Target delivery date

	D1
	Evidence Mapping Training
	Provide a three-day training workshop on Evidence Mapping 
	End November 2023

	D2
	Evidence Synthesis on Engaged Research
	Conduct an Evidence Synthesis on engaged research, working with HSRC staff, for a third-party client over three stages:
1: Evidence map
2: Literature/ rapid review
3: Policy and practice recommendations

	


March 2024
December 2024
March 2025



General requirements on Deliverable D1: Evidence Mapping Training
· Conduct a 3-day, on-site in-person training workshop on Evidence Mapping for 25 people, in Gauteng or Cape Town.
· Dates and venue to be determined in collaboration with the HSRC training lead
· The training workshop should cover the following aspects: 
· Introduction to evidence mapping and associated evidence synthesis methods
· In-depth, practical work on key evidence mapping steps
· Use of evidence mapping tools, including for visualisation of outputs
· Introduction to rapid review methods
· Use of evidence maps and rapid reviews to inform policy decision making

General requirements on Deliverable D2: Evidence Synthesis on Engaged Research
The overall aim of this deliverable is to conduct an Evidence Synthesis to inform policy and practice on engaged research (ER) in South Africa.[footnoteRef:1] The Evidence Synthesis will take place alongside other activities, as part of a wider project on engaged research, over a period of approximately 18 months. [1:  For background on a South African perspective on what engaged research is, see the National Research Foundation (NRF) Engaged Research Framework https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NRF-Engaged-Research-Framework.pdf and briefing note https://www.nrf.ac.za/nrf-engaged-research-framework-strengthening-the-delivery-of-excellent-research/ ] 

D2.1: Evidence map
· Lead the development of an evidence map on ER
· The service provider will be responsible for project managing the evidence map process; leading the conceptual work; conducting evidence collection, appraisal and mapping; and involving one (1) senior HSRC researcher and (2) junior HSRC researchers to support the work.
· The focus of the evidence map should be on empirical papers, literature reviews, conference papers and ‘grey’ literature produced over the past five years, but may include relevant earlier material.
· The included evidence should address theoretical and/or conceptual models, research paradigms, methodologies, knowledge-sharing and dissemination approaches related to ER globally but relevant to the South African context.
· The evidence map should provide interactive insight into key themes and research gaps related to ER, to be used in workshops with policy and practice stakeholders
· A technical report discussing key findings from the evidence map
· The evidence map should be completed within eight (8) weeks
D2.2: Narrative/ rapid review
· Drawing on the evidence map, develop a narrative/ rapid review on ER
· The review should identify different ER approaches and document how these approaches were used, obstacles or barriers that were experienced, the value of these approaches to facilitate social change and impact
· The narrative/ rapid review should be completed within eight (8) weeks
D2.3: Policy and practice recommendations
· Drawing on the evidence map and narrative/ rapid review, develop recommendations on how to improve the implementation and uptake of ER in the South African National System of Innovation (NSI).
· Offer actionable recommendations for future ER initiatives in South Africa.
· The policy and practice recommendations should be completed within four (4) weeks
 
4. Inclusions and exclusions


The service provider will be responsible for:
· all of the requirements and deliverables listed above;
· any facilitation costs associated with the Evidence Mapping training including content development, software for participating in the training, printing of materials, stationery, certificates and local travel;
· any researcher, facilitator, software, stationery or local travel costs associated with conducting the ER Evidence Synthesis.

The service provider will not be responsible for:
· non-local travel and accommodation of facilitators or HSRC staff involved in the Evidence Mapping training and ER Evidence Synthesis activities;
· venue and catering during the Evidence Mapping training and in-person ER Evidence Synthesis activities;
· internet connectivity, projector or whiteboard needed for the Evidence Mapping training or in-person ER Evidence Synthesis activities


5. Proposal mandatory requirements

Your proposal submission must include:

1. Technical proposal including:
a. A brief order of work describing overall approach, and when and how each of the deliverables will be completed.
b. Description of past work related to training facilitation and evidence synthesis (referring to at least 2 examples of each – training and evidence synthesis).
c. A short profile of the organisation including work relevant to public policy or research topics, as well as an indication of qualifications and/or experience of team members that will be conducting the training and evidence synthesis.
d. At least 2 references based on past work within the last five years.

2. Financial proposal to complete above requirements, including VAT.

3. SBD forms completed and signed.


6. Proposal evaluation criteria

	Criteria
	Points
	Score*

	Approach and feasibility
· Very clear approach with feasible timelines (30 points)
· Mainly clear approach with feasible timelines (20 points)
· Partial, unclear or unfeasible approach and/or timelines (5 points)
· No description of approach or timelines (0 points)

	30
	

	Relevance of past work related to evidence mapping training and evidence synthesis. Provide description of previous work referring to at least two (2) examples of each – training and evidence synthesis :
· High relevance (30 points)
· Medium relevance (10 points)
· Low relevance and/or less than two (2) examples (0 points)

	30
	

	Experience of the service provider and/or individual researchers on evidence synthesis:
· 5+ years (30 points)
· 3-4 years (10 points)
· Less than 3 years (0 points)

(A short profile of the organisation including work relevant to public policy or research topics, as well as an indication of qualifications and/or experience of team members that will be conducting the training and evidence synthesis)
	30
	

	At least two (2) references on past completed projects in the last five years
· 2+ references (10 points)
· 1 or less references (0 points)
	10
	

	Total
	100
	


*Minimum threshold for total is 80 points, meaning service providers who do not meet this threshold will be disqualified.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Briefing session: 02 November 2023 @ 10:00.
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