
Our Ward Matters:  
Turning action into 
accountability
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
Founded by Ward 15 councillor 
André van Dyk, Our Ward 
Matters (OWM) continues to 
demonstrate the remarkable 
difference that can be achieved 
when residents, businesses, 
volunteers and community 
leaders unite behind a common 
goal. Under the leadership of 
Cllr André van Dyk and Cllr 
Tanya Rothman, the initiative 
is steadily transforming Wards 
15, 16 and 17 into cleaner, safer 
and more welcoming 
communities. The past 
week again highlighted 
two very different 
realities: the persistent 
challenge of illegal 
dumping and neglect, 
and the determination of 
volunteers who refuse to 
simply look the other way.

A duty to our environment
This week, the Our Ward Matters team is concentrating 
its efforts on the River Canal and Timbatifield, clearing 
rubbish and working to improve the surrounding 
environment. For the team, however, cleaning is 
about more than removing waste. It is about creating 
neighbourhoods where residents can proudly say: “Here, 
I belong.”

The initiative relies on community 
support to help cover fuel, equipment 
and other resources needed to 
continue its work. Residents and 
businesses are encouraged to take 
ownership of their surroundings, 
protect open spaces and support 
efforts to create cleaner and safer 
neighbourhoods.

Seven months of returning,  
cleaning and caring
On 13 January 2026, Our Ward Matters began a major 
project at Wildevy Centre and Kruger Street, next to the 
Rustenburg Baptiste Kerk. What started as a clean-up 
soon developed into a much bigger commitment to reclaim 
neglected spaces and improve safety. Since then, 
teams have worked on both sides of the bridge and 
in surrounding open areas, cutting back overgrown 
vegetation, removing illegally dumped waste, 
clearing rubbish and improving visibility. Working 
alongside residents, businesses, churches and the 
Rustenburg Local Municipality Waste Department, 
the initiative has demonstrated what consistent 
action can achieve. But the job is far from over. On 
Monday 17 August, the team returned to clean the 
area once again. Cllr Van Dyk also met with Wildevy 

management and Pastor Jackie Gouws to 
discuss continuing concerns. According to 
Van Dyk, serious complaints have been 
received about illegal squatters, public 
drinking, illegal dumping and crime in the 
area. These concerns affect nearby residents, 
businesses, churches, schools and children 
who use and live around these spaces. He 
stressed that cleaning alone cannot solve the 
problem. Safety, law enforcement, municipal 
services and community responsibility all 
have a role to play. “We cannot simply clean 
an area once and walk away. We return. We 
monitor. We engage. We act,” Van Dyk said.

WANT TO HELP?
Contact André (076 057 1669) or Ilse (083 393 0316)
Banking details: Our Ward Matters | FNB | Acc: 
63038972641 | Branch: 258055 | Ref: OWM
Together, we clean. Together, we care.  
Together, Our Ward Matters.

FORM JJJ | LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of regulation 68 of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the issue of 
a certified copy of Deed of Transfer T6701/1998, passed by, 
DOROTHEA LUISE EMMA SCHROEDER, Identity Number 
230617 0007 08 1, Widow, in favour of HORST EKKEHARD 
HARMS, Identity Number 410611 5001 08 4, Married out of 
Community of Property, in respect of, PORTION 101 (A PORTION 
OF PORTION 1) OF THE FARM RHENOSTERFONTEIN 336, 
REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q., NORTH-WEST PROVINCE, 
MEASURING 16,7760 (SIXTEEN COMMA SEVEN SEVEN SIX 
ZERO) HECTARES, HELD BY DEED OF TRANSFER T6701/1998, 
which has been lost or destroyed.
All interested persons having objection to the issue of such copy 
are hereby required to lodge the same in writing with the Registrar 
of Deeds: North Gauteng at Pretoria within two weeks from the date 
of the publication of this notice.
Dated at Rustenburg on 17 August 2026
Esterhuyse Greyling Incorporated | Office No.2, ZZQ Gebou, 
194 Kock Street, Corner of Kock- & Unie Streets, 0305
Tel: +27 14 592 6772 | Email: mg@egilaw.co.za

He who has the 
Son has life; he 
who does not 
have the Son of 
God does not 
have life.
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Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Weekly disclaims all liability for 
any loss, damage, injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use 
of or reliance upon, in any matter, the information provided through this 
publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or advertisements, 
and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information 
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the 
editor/ newspaper/s is the opinions and representations of the companies/
individuals who placed or sent the advertisements, classifieds, editorials or 
wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the editor/s, editor in 
chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We 
herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Weekly’s title 
and design of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. 
Contact us per email with any queries: ads@platinumweekly.co.za. | All 
original designs in this newspaper is the sole property of Platinum Publishers 
(Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with the written 
consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and 
no work, or part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any 
of the content be copied without the written consent of Platinum Publishers 
(Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

Do you believe people 
can truly change?
People often say, “People never change” – but is that 
really true? Life experiences, consequences, relationships 
and personal growth can reshape the way we think and 
behave. Others believe our fundamental nature stays the 
same. What do you think: can people truly change?

Here’s how you can participate.  
Email us at news@platinumweekly.co.za  
or WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 12:00 

on Monday, 24 August 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!

P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion on our 
Facebook post about this topic.  

Join the conversation!

POLL

BLACK SMOKE CAN BE A WARNING SIGN… Thick, black smoke rising from a fire often indicates that rubber, 
tyres, plastics or other petroleum-based materials are burning. Tyres are well known for producing dense, dark smoke 
when they burn, as the rubber releases large amounts of soot during combustion. Tyre fires can also release harmful 
pollutants, including carbon monoxide and various hydrocarbons. They burn at extremely high temperatures, can be 
difficult to extinguish and may continue smouldering or even reignite after the visible flames have disappeared.

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you want the old 

ProNutro back?

After more than six decades on South African breakfast tables, ProNutro underwent a major reformulation in 2026. The new 
recipe brought changes to its familiar taste and texture – and not everyone is convinced! Would you like the old ProNutro back?

Do you want the old ProNutro back?
HAVE YOUR SAY

“Yes! I used to love 
the chocolate and 

strawberry ProNutro. I 
would definitely like the 

old ProNutro back.”

Annuscka Pieterse, 
Rustenburg 

“Yes. It wasn’t just a 
cereal to me – it was 
part of my childhood. 
The new texture is 

different and doesn’t 
mix the same. I 

miss how thick and 
comforting the original 

ProNutro was.”

Mpho Madikologa, 
Rustenburg 

NO 62% YES 38%

A cleaner view at Wildevy 
Centre and Kruger Street, 

next to the bridge, following 
ongoing clean-up efforts by 

Our Ward Matters.

A DUTY TO OUR ENVIRONMENT | The Our Ward 
Matters team continues its hands-on efforts to create 
cleaner, safer and more welcoming community spaces.
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