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	To whom it may concern
	Date
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	Enquiries
	CLARIFICATION MEETING

	
	E-mail address
	MAKUMEJ@ESKOM.CO.ZA


Dear Sir/Madam
	Request for Enquiry Number
	E2951CXMWP

	Description / Project Title
	FOR PROVISION OF TRANSACTIONAL ADVISOR FOR A VERTICALLY INTEGRATED PV MANUFACTURING FACILITY FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR A PERIOD OF TWENTY (20) MONTHS AT RESEARCH TESTING AND DEVELOPMENT

	Tender Questions Closing Date
	25 JULY 2025



	Item 
	Reference:
	Questions 
	Answers 
	Clarity Published Dates 

	1. 
	09/06/2026
	The project scope refers to mineral beneficiation and production of solar PV wafers. Does this mean that the feasibility must cover assessment of raw mineral availability, application for minerals, mine feasibility, mine EIA, etc.
	No. The feasibility study is not intended to include the development of a new mine, application for mining or prospecting rights, detailed mine feasibility studies, or mine specific Environmental Impact Assessments.

The mineral beneficiation scope is limited to assessing the availability, quality, location, security of supply and commercial accessibility of relevant raw materials required for the PV manufacturing value chain. This includes evaluating existing or potential supply sources, beneficiation requirements, technology pathways, infrastructure, logistics, indicative costs, regulatory considerations and the techno-economic viability of converting suitable feedstocks, for example such as high-purity quartz or silica, into metallurgical-grade silicon, polysilicon, ingots and wafers.

A key objective of this assessment is to identify opportunities for strategic partnerships with existing mining companies (not limited to SA but venturing into the SADC region), mineral processors and other relevant stakeholders to secure sustainable feedstock supply and support local beneficiation. Where mineral deposits or potential upstream projects are identified, the Consultant should outline the associated permitting, environmental, technical and commercial requirements at a high level.
	10 July 2026

	2. 
	09/06/2026
	Returnables and Closing Date — Is there a possibility for extending the tender closing date? Can Eskom consider extending the tender closing date by possibly a week to two weeks till end June 2026
	Yes, please continue to check the tender bulletin for the updated tender closing date.
	

	3. 
	09/06/2026
	Is the site for the wafer production facility identified. Is it an Eskom site? This would speed up the site assessment and EIA process
	The site for the wafer production facility has not yet been finalised. A key component of the consultant’s scope is to determine the optimum entry point within the solar PV manufacturing value chain, which may include module assembly, cell manufacturing, ingot and wafer production, or upstream beneficiation processes.

Once the preferred value-chain configuration and associated production processes have been identified and agreed up with Eskom, the consultant will assess the land, infrastructure, utilities and environmental requirements against the available space at Camden Power Station. The consultant will also be required to assess at least one additional Eskom site to confirm comparative feasibility, provide an alternative development option and accommodate potential future expansion of the manufacturing facility. 
The site assessment and environmental authorisation requirements will therefore be informed by the selected value-chain entry point.
	

	4. 
	30/06/2026
	 Tender closing date
The ITT document states 19 June 2026 as the closing date; the Eskom e-tendering portal indicates 13 July 2026. Please confirm the correct and current tender submission deadline.	Comment by Kgaugelo Sokhulu: @Sibusiso Maphumulo can you kindly respond to this.

	19 June 2026 was the original   tender closing date. Tender closing date was extended to 13 July 2026 
	

	5. 
	30/06/2026
	Extension request
Given the scope and complexity of assembling a multi-disciplinary consortium for an assignment of this nature, we respectfully request consideration of an extension of at least one month beyond the current closing date to allow for a complete and well-considered submission.

	Additional two week extension is reasonable and approved. This should give the consortium adequate time to finalise their submission, without impacting the overall project deadlines. Tender closing date has been extended to 31 July 2026 at 10:00

	

	6. 
	30/06/2026
	B-BBEE scoring for consortium
Where the prime contracting entity is a foreign firm without a South African B-BBEE certificate, but a consortium member holds a valid Level 1 B-BBEE certificate, how will B-BBEE preference points be assessed? Specifically: are points awarded based on the prime contractor's certificate only, on a weighted average across consortium members by participation, or does a qualifying consortium member's certificate suffice to attract the relevant score?
	Eskom only accept the B-BBEE certificate from the main supplier that tender. The Consortium tenders as the main supplier their B-BBEE Certificate will be accepted and we will score according to that document.

	

	7. 
	30/06/2026
	CSD registration
Must the entity submitting the tender and entering into the contract with Eskom be registered on the Central Supplier Database (CSD), or is CSD registration required only of South African consortium members? Is CSD registration a pre-requisite to 
	Foreign suppliers without a local footprint are exempted from registration on CSD, however all South Arican based companies are obliged to register on CSD
	

	8. 
	30/06/2026
	Lead firm requirements
Section 2.1 of the Tender Technical Evaluation Strategy states that the tenderer shall demonstrate capability "whether as a single firm or consortium." Please confirm whether this principle also applies to the mandatory gatekeeper in section 3.3 – specifically, whether the requirement to demonstrate a proven track record in transaction advisory with more than 10 years of experience and a signed client completion letter may be satisfied collectively by the consortium, or whether it must be met by the prime contracting entity alone.

	The provision allowing a tenderer to demonstrate capability either as a single entity or through a consortium applies to the criteria specified in 2.1.

The tenderer entity that submits the tender offer is evaluated in the mandatory criteria specified in table 3.3.
the case of a trust, consortium or joint venture (including unincorporated consortia and
joint ventures), a consolidated B-BBEE Status Level Verification Certificate is required




	

	9. 
	30/06/2026
	Definition of a comparable assignment
For purposes of the mandatory gatekeeper evaluation, what constitutes a comparable assignment? Specifically, does a financial feasibility study for a manufacturing facility qualify as a comparable TA assignment where certain technical elements (such as site assessment and conceptual engineering) were carried out by a joint venture partner rather than the TA firm itself?

	A comparable assignment is an assignment of a similar nature, scale, complexity and multidisciplinary scope to the services required under this tender. The financial feasibility study for manufacturing will be assessed and evaluated as per requirements of 2.1



	

	10. 
	30/06/2026
	Development finance institution funding
Is the feasibility study funded in whole or in part by a development finance institution or similar body? If so, please advise whether there are any procurement, eligibility, or reporting requirements arising from that funding arrangement which tenderers should be aware of when structuring their submissions.

	The tender evaluation criteria is stipulated in the Invitation to Tender (ITT) document (including SDL&I requirements)
	

	11. 
	01/07/2026
	Page 4 of the Technical Specification states “Evaluate Camden Power Station as the reference site while independently identifying the most optimum Eskom site for the facility.” Please list the other Eskom sites that would need to be investigated/assessed. This information will assist us to cost the site assessment activity more accurately.

	 Eskom has multiple sites for consideration and that will be determined once the Tender has been awarded. All activities are rate based.
	

	12. 
	01/07/2026
	There is a contradiction between the timeline and contract duration stated in the Invitation to Tender (ITT), the NEC PSC Scope of Work, and the NEC PSC Contract Data as outlined below:
- Invitation to Tender indicates that the contract duration is for a period of 20 months
- NEC PSC Contract Data (C1.2) indicates the starting date is 01 Sept 2026 and completion date is 30 June 2027. This gives a period of 10 months.
- NEC PSC Scope of Work (Part 3) references a 20-month contract duration in multiple places.

	· The consultant provides baseline programme which must meet the service target date of 30 June 2027 or earlier.
· The contract will remain active for a 20 month period in the event of Eskom deciding to issue any other task order related to the project.
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